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Join Us! Everyone is welcome!
Upcoming Programs . . .
The Quittapahilla Audubon Society holds its programs in the Chapel of the Lebanon Valley Home at
7:30pm every fourth Wednesday of the month from September through April (with the exception of November
and December). Due to the holidays, the programs are
held another week in those two months. Programs are
free and open to the public. They are designed for a general audience and children are welcome when accompanied by an adult.
Lebanon Valley Home is located one half mile east
of the intersection of Routes 422 and 934 at 550 East
Main Street, Annville, PA. There is limited parking in
front of the Home with additional parking available on
the adjacent streets. Please use the main entrance at the
end of the covered walkway in the front of the Home.
The Chapel is handicap accessible.

September 28, 2011
Adventures of our QAS Campers

l to r: Collin Mentzer, Alyssa Murphree, Alex Maloy
not pictured: Gilbert Myers

Our 2011 campers will share the experiences they
had at their respective camps. Come hear what they discovered about nature.

October 22, 2011
Native Pennsylvania Species - ZooAmerica
**Note: this program meeting will be held at an alternate site and time. See details on page 11.

October 26, 2011
Trout in the Classroom
Gina Mason will tell us about the Trout in the Classroom project conducted by the 7th grade students in the
Palmyra school district. QAS was proud to be a sponsor
of this project.

Early November 2011
Annual Bird Seed Sale
Watch your mailboxes in early fall for the brochure
announcing our 33rd annual bird seed sale. Turn to page
11 for more details.

November 16, 2011
Vernal Pools
Vernal pools are unique habitats. Because they do
not contain water year round, they lack fish, and therefore provide a home to creatures that are vulnerable to
fish predation. Dr. Tim Maret, a professor of biology at
Shippensburg University, will help us examine the amphibians and other fascinating organisms that inhabit and
use vernal pools over the course of a year. Tim promotes
the protection of amphibians and reptiles through his
involvement in the Pennsylvania Biological Survey.

December 14, 2011
Member’s Nature Slides and Digitals
Join us as members share their favorite slides and
digital photos with the group. This is our holiday social,
so please bring a plate of holiday treats to share after the
program. Drinks will be provided.
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Field Trips at a Glance . . .
September 10, 2011
Swatara State Park
Observation of migrating songbirds. Meet Saturday
8am at intersection of Routes 72 and 443. Leader: Gary
Kinkley, 503-4027.

September 25, 2011
State Game Lands 211 via Gold Mine Road
Observation of flora and fauna by an easy, shaded
walk. Meet Sunday 2pm at SGL 211 west parking lot
adjacent to old railroad bed off Gold Mine Road. Leader:
Fritz Heilman, 273-0487.

October 1, 2011
Memorial Lake and Second Mountain
Observation, in conjunction with the Lancaster
County Bird Club, of late migrant birds. Bring lunch and
a chair for the hawk watch. Meet Saturday 7am along
Route 934 just north of I-81. Leader: Rosemary Spreha,
657-0271.

November 12, 2011
Hawk Mountain Sanctuary - Golden Eagle Day
Observation of migrating hawks at lookouts (there is
a $7 trail fee), and songbirds and a live golden eagle at
the visitor center. Meet Saturday 830am at SW section
of Weis Market parking lot, east of Lebanon. Leader:
Fritz Heilman, 273-0487.

December 17, 2011
Christmas Bird Count
This 32nd QAS Annual CBC event includes walking
and driving to count birds within a prescribed area. Contact Fritz Heilman, 273-0487.

Raven with four babies. Picture taken by Fritz Heilman in Swatara
State Park immediately adjacent to Old State Road using his point
and shoot camera set against a spotting scope.

Trout in the Classroom
-Cougar Courier, Vol. 18, No. 2, June 2011

Thanks to the generosity of the Palmyra Area Education Foundation (PAEF), the Quittapahilla Audubon Society, and the Doc Fritchey Chapter of Trout Unlimited,
Palmyra’s entire 7th grade was able to participate in a
special project known as Trout in the Classroom (TIC).
TIC is an educational initiative of the PA Fish & Boat
Commission and Trout Unlimited. Its goal is to provide
an education experience in which students establish and
maintain a trout hatchery in the classroom. In doing so,
students learn about environmental conditions needed to
sustain trout as well as the complexities of the trout life
cycle.
In October, students received trout eggs that eventually hatched and grew to
fingerlings. In May, students released these fingerlings into the Quittie and
Indiantown
Run.
Nate
White, one of the student leaders of the project said,
“This program taught me so much about how to raise
trout, and all that is required for them to live. It was a
lot of work, but I learned a great deal. I loved it.”
The grants helped purchase the tanks, chillers, and
filtration systems needed to sustain the fish.
Without the help of PAEF, Quittapahilla Audubon
and Doc Fritchey, this project would not have been possible.

Peregrine Prints
Two signed and numbered copies of Mark Anderson's "Return to Penn's Woods" prints are available for
sale. They feature a Peregrine Falcon next to a rock cliff
overlooking a stream far below. We had offered these
prints for sale a couple years ago and they sold out
quickly. You have another chance to purchase this print
for $50. If interested, contact Rosemary Spreha at 6570271 or rspreha@gmail.com.
(Note: This picture is not a copy of the print that is
for sale.)

Thank You Received from QAS Camper
Thank you so much for the summer camp scholarship. I am very excited for my week at camp and I am
thrilled to be able to participate in all of the outdoor activities as well as having something to look forward to
this summer. I am looking forward to it more and more
as the week gets closer.
Thanks again for your generosity.
Sincerely, Alyssa Murphree
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A Word from QAS President Gary Kinkley . . .
Our Environmental Currency
Bebee quote lodged in my mind: “The beauty and genius of a work of art may be reconceived, though its first
material expression be destroyed; a vanished harmony
may yet again inspire the composer; but when the last
individual of a race of living beings breathes no more,
another heaven and another earth must pass before such
a one can be again.”

Beaver Dam near SGL 211. Photo by Fritz Heilman

There is a lot of discussion on every level of our political discourse about the legacy that we will leave behind for our children and grandchildren. The rising deficits of the federal, state, and even local governments are
as much a frontline topic as job creation. While we are
all concerned by the financial state that we leave for the
future generations, it seems that we are growing less
concerned about the environmental legacy that we will
leave behind. In fact, we are spending our environmental
currency at an ever increasing rate in order to cover the
shortfalls in our fiscal budgets. Indeed, there are many
families in our country, state, and community that are
struggling just to make ends meet. It is hard to find fault
with anyone for the desire to provide for their family.
That said, clean air and water are just as important for
survival as bread on the table.
Our environmental deficit is growing everyday with
the pressures of energy development and suburban
sprawl spending our environmental currency at an alarming rate. We have, of course, been through this before.
Anyone who attended our banquet this past May can tell
you that Pennsylvanians should all know the cost of depleting our environmental reserves. While it could be
argued that we have recovered much since then, I would
ask at what cost? Considerable tax dollars have gone
into the restoration of our Pennsylvania rivers, streams
and wild lands, and many have still not recovered. Add
to that the species which have been extirpated from our
state, and those which are on the brink, and it is hard for
me to believe that the environment is in good shape. A
quick internet search of PA threatened species will produce a sobering list for you. Ever since our screening of
the film, “Ghost Bird”, last fall, I have had this William

My purpose here, however, is not to paint a dire
scene. Though at times it is hard to be optimistic in the
face of these challenges – why would we belong to a
conservation organization if we believed that all is lost?
In fact, we have tremendous power to affect the future of
conservation within our community and our state. Four
hundred plus members, as well as your families and
friends, represent a very large and powerful voting bloc
within Lebanon County and the state. Further, if we can
mobilize the members within the other 21 PA Audubon
chapters and the myriad other conservation groups
within our state, we can influence policy on a statewide
and even a national level.
There are many outlets for this type of group action
already available. Several groups, including Audubon,
have “action alerts” for mass mailings, and I would ask
you to consider them individually and personalize them
if you desire. These form letters and petitions certainly
carry weight, but there is no substitute for a personal
letter, email, or phone call. Many of you may already do
so, but I would ask that every one of you consider joining me in calling on our representatives in Harrisburg
and in Washington D.C. to reduce our environmental
deficit and to restore a surplus for our future generations
to grow up in a state with a rich environmental storehouse of clean water, clean air, and a diversity of life.

Box Turtle. Photo by Gary Kinkley while on a
Regal Fritillary Tour July 2, 2011
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Welcome to our new QAS members . . . Hope to see you at many of our events!
Jaime Brown, Janet Burns, Grace Clater, Brenda Coakley, Cheyanne Conner, Daniel Dishong, Jim Fiorentino, Gloria
Fitz, Bruce Gettle, Sandi Hostetter, Winifred Kaebnick, Dorothy Kale, Robert Koch, Alice Long, William Moore, Donald
Patrick, S. Rauchut, Heather Sharp, Hilda Smith, Isabelle Smith, Peter Stanilla Jr., Dorothy Thomas, and Laura White.

LEAVE A LEGACY FOR QAS
You, as a member or friend of QAS, can
leave a legacy that will help save the special
areas you have explored and loved long
after you are gone. Remember Quittapahilla
Audubon Society, your LOCAL Audubon
connection, through a bequest in your Will
or through a gift annuity that will
specifically support QAS programs while
paying you a monthly income for life.
To learn more about how you can make a
bequest and create a permanent legacy in
your name or in someone’s memory, as well
as tax benefits for planned giving options,
please contact your attorney or financial
advisor.
In supporting a cause that you hold dear,
you can have peace of mind that your time
on this planet has mattered.

Chapter-Only Membership
Application Information
Quittapahilla Audubon Society offers a local
Chapter-Only membership that differs from the
current National Audubon membership in these
ways:
1. The annual fee of $20.00 will go directly
for QAS activities only.
2. The membership period runs from July 1st
to July 1st, regardless of when you join.
3. You will receive the chapter newsletter
informing you of upcoming events, but you will
not receive the Audubon magazine.
If you are interested, please issue a check to
QAS for $20 and mail to: Chapter-Only Membership, c/o Jim M. Logan, Chairman, 810 Hill
St., Lebanon, PA 17046. Do not mail to the National membership address in Palm Coast, FL.

Enjoying Nature in Your Own Backyard
Fritz Heilman discovered a
young form of the caterpillar of the
spicebush swallowtail butterfly hiding in a folded leaf in the spicebush
in his backyard. At the stage he discovered it, it mimics a bird dropping. Later it changes appearance
and mimics a snake from the front
view. It hides during the day by spreading silk on the
surface of the leaf. As the silk dries, it causes the leaf to
curl and form a protective enclosure
for daylight hours. It heads out to
feed at night.
Fritz took it inside to raise in his
terrarium to prevent the backyard
birds from finding it. He captured
this picture of the butterfly when he
released it in his backyard on July 6,
2011.

Thank You
to Our Departing Board Members
We would like to extend our gratitude to three of our
departing board members. Steve Holzman has served for
several years as the QAS Treasurer. In addition, he has
served as our Webmaster. Thankfully, he will be staying
on as our Webmaster as a non-board position. Evelyn
Koppel Hostetter will also be moving on from her position as QAS Secretary, and Sid Hostetter has served as
one of our Directors for the last three years. You can still
catch them both birding somewhere in the Mt. Gretna
area, but we will miss them and Steve at our board meetings. If you would be interested in a board position,
please see the article on board openings on page 5 or
contact Gary Kinkley at 503-4027.
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We Need You!
We have two very important job positions open on
our QAS Board with vacancies for both the Education
Chairperson and the Newsletter Chairperson.
Our Education Chair position is responsible for coordinating our Audubon Adventures program with local
schools as well as our Nature Camp Scholarship Program. These duties would include contacting teachers,
ordering education materials, delivering education materials, reviewing scholarship applications, and contacting
scholarship applicants.
Our Newsletter Chair position is responsible for editing, layout, and mailing of the QAS newsletter. These
duties include working with members for articles, dropping off and picking up materials at the printer, and
mailing the newsletters to the membership.
Both positions can be filled by co-chairs, and you
can seek out committee members or helpers from the
QAS membership. Chairpersons may also decide
whether they would like to be voting board members or
simply work within their respective committees. If you
are interested or want more information on either of
these positions, I would love to talk to you. You can
contact me, Gary Kinkley, at 503-4027.

Feathers, Fur, Fins, and You
-Audubon Chapter Networker, Vol. XV, No. 1, Summer 2011

What do hummingbirds, Alaska wildlife, and
endangered rivers have in common? They’re all part of
the next series of Audubon Adventures, Audubon’s
award-winning environmental education program for
students ages 8 to 12 about the natural world and how to
protect it. For additional information on the new series,
“Feathers, Fur, Fins, and You”, contact either Gary
Kinkley or Rosemary Spreha.

HersheyPark Fundraiser
-Rosemary Spreha

QAS is again participating in the HersheyPark Food
Service fundraiser. Volunteers work at food booths in
the Park, Stadium, or Giant Center. HersheyPark makes
a donation to QAS for every hour worked and the volunteer receives a voucher good for a day pass at the park.
Shifts are from 5 to 8 hours in length. If you are interested in helping with this fundraiser, please contact me
at rspreha@excite.com or 717-657-0271.
P.S. QAS recently received a check from HersheyPark for $289.91. Thank you to Ken Light, Kay Knepp,
Rachel Knepp, Rosemary Spreha and Patricia VanScyoc
for volunteering during the month of June!

Barn Owl Banding at SGL 145
-Evelyn Koppel Hostetter

On Thursday, July 7, 2011 QAS members Randy
Miller, Sid Hostetter and Evelyn Koppel plus a few other
lucky observers joined in the Barn Owl Banding Project
led by Dan Mummert, a state Game Commission biologist. Five barn owl babies were banded, weighed and
chest feathers plucked. The feathers will be sent for
DNA analysis to a nearby lab which will identify the sex
and relationship of these offspring to other barn owls in
the area. The banding will provide valuable information
on this declining species. Barn owl boxes are available
for any landowner who has the appropriate habitat.
Boxes can be obtained by contacting the Game Commission.
QAS has been a major part of this Barn Owl Initiative which began in early 2006 with its members Gerry
Boltz, Ken Light, and Richard Light making, installing,
and monitoring barn owl boxes, and helping Dan Mummert with barn owl banding. ZooAmerica’s Zoo Camp
attendees also made and donated several boxes.

The State of the Birds 2011
-Cornell Lab eNews, May 11, 2011

The Cornell Lab of Ornithology and partners
launched the 2011 State of the Birds website on May 3.
This ground-breaking report used eBird data to determine the distribution of birds on public lands and waters.
For the first time, eBird data revealed that public lands
support over half of the U.S. distribution of more than
300 bird species! The report shows the tremendous importance of public lands for bird conservation and identifies the most important opportunities for public land
agencies.
The Cornell Lab of Ornithology invites you to explore the information on birds in each habitat and the
more than 200 maps of individual species by visiting
www.stateofthebirds.org.To learn more about their many
activities, you are encouraged to sign up for their
monthly eNewsletter at www.birds.cornell.edu.
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More Conservation News . . .
Conservation Contributions
At the May 10th Board meeting, your QAS Board
voted in favor of several financial contributions to conservation initiatives.
• $500 was contributed to Audubon Pennsylvania to
be earmarked for energy development issues particularly in relation to our IBAs. We will be having a
program presentation on these issues next April.
• $100 was contributed to Bat Conservation International for their efforts to combat White-nose syndrome and other bat related issues.
• $300 was contributed to Coleman Memorial Park
which serves as the site for several of our field trips
and citizen science efforts.
• $100 was contributed to the Dauphin County Wildlife Rescue, a frequent presenter for QAS, to aid in
their rehabilitation and education efforts.
• We also voted to contribute $500 to the Lebanon
Valley Conservancy for their educational efforts as
well as the effort to create stopover habitat for Tundra Swans around Middle Creek.
• $400 was contributed to the Ned Smith Center’s
Northern Saw-whet Owl research which has long
been supported by QAS, and several members are
volunteers.
• Finally, we voted to contribute $100 to the Highlands Coalition to fund their conservation efforts.

2011 Audubon PA Chapter Assembly
This past April, QAS Board members Rosemary
Spreha, Brenda Gish, and Gary Kinkley attended the
2011 Audubon Pennsylvania Chapter Assembly. The
Assembly was held at Bucknell University and was led
by Audubon PA Executive Director Phil Wallis. The
main focus of the daylong meeting was discussion about
the three-pronged threat of energy development within
the Commonwealth, and the impacts that energy development will have on birds and other wildlife, as well as
what steps Audubon PA and our chapters are taking to
help protect our wildlife. The three energy development

FALL 2011
fronts are the Marcellus Shale natural gas drilling, wind
turbine development, and the siting of new power transmission lines.
While all three present different specific challenges,
they share habitat fragmentation as a major threat to
wildlife. Each will require sections of cleared land, and
most will require miles of new roads to develop and
maintain. Habitat fragmentation brings with it a host of
pressures on our wild flora and fauna including habitat
reduction, easier access for predators, and the proliferation of invasive species. The Marcellus Shale drilling
also potentially threatens our water quality among other
issues, and wind turbines come with the added threat of
bird and bat collisions.
We have, of course, touched on many of these issues
further within this newsletter as well as previous newsletters, and we will continue to have updates and programs on these issues in the coming year. Art Schiavo’s
article on page 10 also touches on ways that Audubon
PA and statewide chapters like QAS have been trying to
address these issues. Audubon PA is contributing by collecting research data in conjunction with National
Audubon and other conservation organizations as well as
commenting on these issues to regulatory bodies, and
promoting petitions for chapters and members to sign on
to. There are very serious challenges on the horizon, and
Audubon PA, along with the chapters, have made these
issues a high priority.
There was also discussion and breakout sessions regarding challenges that individual chapters are dealing
with such as activating chapter membership to become
more involved in chapter activities and interfacing with
our communities at large. Several chapters highlighted
ways in which they are trying to reach out to their communities, and how they provide educational opportunities. Our current Board member and Past-President,
Rosemary Spreha, gave a presentation on our use of the
Audubon Adventures educational materials to promote
interest in conservation issues among area school students. All in all, it was a very informative and productive
gathering, and plans were set in motion to meet again to
continue the work and interaction among chapters and
the state organization

New Cornell Lab Bird Q&A App
-Cornell Lab eNews, May 11, 2011

This new app features more than
100 answers to bird questions, plus photos, sounds, and quizzes. Have fun while
exploring categories such as "Fact or
Fiction", "Nests & Eggs", or "Bird
Songs". Your purchase helps support the
Cornell Lab.

FALL 2011
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2011 Pennsylvania Migration Count Report
–Randy Miller
The 2011 PA Migration Count was held on May 14th
with 9 teams and 14 people participating. We had a new
high count of 152 species. Even in all of the rain, we had
7 new species to bring our all-time list to 200 species.
Here are the highlights:

Become a Scientist (without having to take
those math courses)!
At this point, I am sure that most of you are aware of
the term Citizen Science, and many of you have probably participated in a Citizen Science project (even if you
had not previously heard the term). In fact, Audubon
was at the vanguard of Citizen Science with the first
Christmas Bird Count occurring back in 1900.
In recent years, Citizen Science has really taken off
in many new and exciting directions. There are opportunities for would-be scientists of every different skill
level. The Cornell Lab of Ornithology alone boasts a
whole suite of projects including its cornerstone bird
tracking program, eBird, as well as Project Feederwatch
and the Great Backyard Bird Count (in conjunction with
Audubon). Go to http://www.birds.cornell.edu/ and follow the links for Citizen Science to learn more.
Birds are not the only subjects of Citizen Science either. If you want to contribute to amphibian and reptile
research, you can check out http://www.paherp.org/.
If you want to aid in butterfly research, you can get
involved through the Monarch Watch website at
http://www.monarchwatch.org/.
Or maybe you would be interested in helping monitor the health of our pollinators by taking part in The
Great Sunflower Project? For more information, you can
go to http://www.greatsunflower.org/.
Even if you cannot get out as much as
you would like to, or the weather is keeping you indoors – there are still opportunities. One example is the North American
Bird Phenology program. You can help
transcribe the 6 million bird observation cards into digital media. They start in the late 1800s, and you should
not be surprised to see a card from one of the pioneers of
ornithology pop up on your screen – you will be working
with legendary scientists! To volunteer, go to
http://www.pwrc.usgs.gov, click North American Bird
Phenology Program, then click Become an Online Participant.
This article really just scratches the surface when it
comes to Citizen Science, and new programs can be
found all the time. Best of all, you will not be required to
sit through semesters of statistics to participate!

Lesser Scaup (1) - MCWMA
at Fort Indiantown Gap:
Merlin (1)
Chuck-wills-widow (1)
at Camp Shand:
Red-breasted Nuthatch (2)
Prothonotary Warbler (1)
Alder Flycatcher (2)
American Tree Sparrow (2)

Other highlights:
Willow Flycatcher (13) - new County high
Prairie Warbler (10) - new County high
Eastern Phoebe (30) - new high, too
Red-headed Woodpecker (4)
Ring-necked Duck (4)
American Bittern (1)
Ruddy Duck (5)
American Coot (1)
Common Loon (1)
Short-billed Dowitcher (1)
Bald Eagle (3)
American Woodcock (2)
Barn Owl (1)
Barred Owl (1)
Ruby-crowned Kinglet (3)
Orchard Oriole (10)
Brewster's Warbler (1)
Blackburnian Warbler (7)
Canada Warbler (7)
Fox Sparrow (2)
Lincoln's Sparrow (1)
Scarlet Tanager (28)

Thank you to all who participated: Greg Burgdorf,
Chuck Berthoud, Dick Brown, Mike Dale, Jarrod Derr,
Fritz Heilman, Jonathan Heller, Joel Hoffsmith, Tim
Hoffsmith, Gary Kinkley, Dave McNaughton, Randy C.
Miller, Bob Peda, and Susan Wheeler.

Birdathon Held on May 14, 2011
-Fritz Heilman

This year I conducted my effort for the Birdathon
the same day as the PA Migration Count – so my habitats were not as extensive. I ended with only 42 species –
highlights included a Ruby-throated Hummingbird and a
pair of Sharp-shinned Hawks at Coleman Memorial
Park; two Green Herons at Quittapahilla Wetlands Preserve; and a Warbling Vireo and Orchard Oriole at
Stoever’s Park arboretum. Perhaps next year I will again
conduct my Birdathon effort at Crane Creek, Ohio.
Dave McNaughton and Jarrod Derr conducted a Birdathon on a different day – they had a much better tally
with 114 species, including 19 warbler species.
Dave and Jarrod’s highlights:
Black Terns (2) – Susquehanna River viewed from West Fairview
Ring-necked Duck – Marquette Lake
Ruddy Ducks (9) – Memorial Lake, Marquette Lake
Blackburnian Warbler – Cold Springs Road

(continued on page 8)
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Birdathon Highlights (continued)
Brewster’s Warbler – Cold Springs Road
Blackpoll Warblers – Everywhere
Northern Waterthrushes – Multiple locations
Blue Grosbeaks (2) – Shuey Lake/Range Road and FIG restricted
areas in Dauphin County
Acadian Flycatchers (2) – Neuins Lane and along 443
Alder Flycatcher – FIG restricted areas in Dauphin County
Yellow-crowned Night Heron – Bellevue Park, Harrisburg
Peregrine Falcons (2) – Rachel Carson Building, Harrisburg
(viewed from the old Post Office parking lots)
Black-bellied Plovers (3) – Kreider’s Farm ponds along Mt.
Pleasant Road between Annville and Campbelltown
Dunlin (20+) – Kreider’s Farm
Short-billed Dowitchers (4) – Kreider’s Farm
Chuck-wills-widow – Tomstown Road with a Barred Owl
Red-headed Woodpecker - FIG restricted areas in Dauphin
County
Yellow-throated Vireos – Multiple public areas at FIG
Broad-winged Hawks (3 molting juveniles)

Thanks Dave and Jarrod for your efforts in the Birdathon.
And thank you to all who pledged funding for this
year’s Birdathon. QAS received a total of $480.50 as a
result of this fundraiser.

Swatara State Park Is a Friendly Place
A new organization is just starting here in our
county. The Friends of Swatara State Park was organized this past May, and events are in the planning
stages as this is being written. The Friends group has
drafted the following mission statement: “The Friends
of Swatara State Park promote the conservation of the
natural, cultural, and historical resources of the park
through education, service, and recreation.”
Gary Kinkley will be leading a joint field trip with
the Friends of Swatara State Park this September. So
please come out to enjoy one of our area’s two great
state parks, and check out www.friendsofswatara.org for
more information on the Friends group.

QAS Receives Thank You Notes
On behalf of the Coleman Park Board, of which I
have been a member since 1982, I would like to thank
your organization for the very generous gift of $300 to
our trust fund. We are approaching $10,000 in that fund
and it has been my endeavor to keep it growing so that
one day in the future the park, could perhaps, survive
financially on the earnings of that endowment fund.
Again, our Board thanks your Board for the sizable contribution.
Sincerely, Karl Wolf III
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Thank you so much for the generous donation! We
(and the children) appreciate your support. Our Scouting
programs are filling up for the year and on May 5th we
held our first “Home School-ers” Day with 32 children
participating!!
The binoculars, field guides and butterfly nets will
be used frequently. Our goal is to get the kids outside!
Thanks again, Janie, Audrey, & Diana
The staff at Governor Dick Environmental Center
Dear QAS Board,
The Lebanon County Conservation District extends
a sincere and hearty THANK YOU for your help in
sponsoring all three of our county Envirothons. Your
contribution of $500 supplied ribbons, medallions, Tshirts, traveling plaques, field guides, and educational
resources to our Envirothon participants. Palmyra H.S.
and M.S. took 1st place in each and this Friday (May 13)
we’ll see if they win the Elementary event, as well.
Palmyra H.S. team will be heading to Susquehanna University May 24 & 25 for a chance to go to New Brunswick and compete in the Canon Envirothon with 45
other states and 8+ Canadian Provinces. Your support in
the Lebanon County Envirothon makes all this possible!
Thank You!
Sincerely, Leigh Beamesderfer
& entire LCCD staff
[Note: Palmyra did win the Elementary event making
this the first time in Lebanon County Envirothon history
that a single school district won first place at all three
levels: High School, Middle School, and Elementary.
The High School placed 10th in the state Envirothon at
Susquehanna University!]
Dear Quittapahilla Audubon Society,
On behalf of the residents and staff, thank you for
your thoughtful gift of $400 to United Church of Christ
Homes. Helping people, reaching out a helping hand to
someone who needs our concern is what UCC Homes is
all about. Because of your continued support in this effort, it is what you are about also.
Sincerely, Victoria M. Velez
Director of Public Relations and Fund Development
In the coming year, your contribution will go toward
important projects like: researching the cause and possible solutions to White-nosed syndrome, testing bat deterrents at wind turbines in an effort to reduce bat fatalities,
and working to protect bats in international migratory
corridors. Again, thank you for your continued support
and investment in the mission of Bat Conservation International.
(continued on page 9)
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Thank you for your generous contribution of $500 to
the Lebanon Valley Conservancy, Inc. The Conservancy
seeks the protection of open space around the Middle
Creek Wildlife Management Area for the support of waterfowl habitat especially that of the tundra swan. Your
donation will help us with this endeavor.
Sincerely, Stephanie DiVittore, Esq.
President, Board of Directors

Field Trip Reports
May 8, 2011 – Swatara State Park
Gary Kinkley
On a gorgeous afternoon my six field trip attendees and I had a Yellow
Warbler before we even
left the meeting point and
walked along the abandoned roadways which
lead from the parking area
at the bottom of State Park Drive. We were afforded
great looks at a male Hooded Warbler, a female Blackthroated Blue Warbler, and a male Northern Parula. The
show-stoppers were a White-eyed Vireo and a Bluewinged Warbler. Chuck Berthoud also spotted a Broadwinged Hawk and a juvenile Red-tailed Hawk involved
in quite a dogfight with the Broad-wing serving as the
primary aggressor. Earlier we had encountered a Broadwing (likely the same bird) at a far closer range.
Another great highlight, pointed out by Maggie
Hummel, was what I ventured to identify as a Little
Brown Bat clinging to the bark of a tree about twenty
yards off of the road. All in all, it was a great afternoon
in the park with a total of 28 species.
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girls were very good at finding the above listed animals
and didn’t mind getting their feet wet.
While on site we also heard the Wood Thrush and
Red-eyed Vireo. Numerous plants were observed as
well. The event was capped off by a side trip to the
nearby beaver dam. We did not see the beavers, but did
observe a couple Great Crested Flycatchers, a Great Blue
Heron, Red-winged Blackbirds and an Eastern Kingbird.
We heard the call of the Scarlet Tanager and at the dam's
edge we saw several adult newts.
June 4, 2011 – Round Top Mountain

Rosemary Spreha

Swamp Rose, Round Top Mountain

A group of twelve
from Quittapahilla and
Appalachian Audubon met
in Hershey and drove to
SGL 246 where we proceeded to hike to the clearing at the high point on the
trail. Lots of birds were
singing, but few were showing themselves. A total of 26
species were heard and/or seen.
Best birds were Scarlet Tanager carrying what
looked like a dragonfly, Ovenbird, Wood Thrush, Baltimore Oriole, Eastern Wood Pewee, and a Blue-winged
Warbler. Those heard but not seen included Great
Crested Flycatcher, Veery, Eastern Towhee and Whiteeyed Vireo. Thanks to Fritz Heilman and Jim Logan,
numerous plants and insects were also studied. It was a
pleasant morning to take a walk in the game lands.
July 17 – Butterflies, Dragonflies, and Their Habitat
Fritz Heilman
Tiger Swallowtail, Middle Creek

June 25, 2011 – Amphibian Amble
Fritz Heilman
Fourteen persons participated in this joint field trip
by QAS and the Lebanon Valley Conservancy. We spent
about three hours in observation along the former railroad bed off Gold Mine Road, SGL 211. After a review
of a one page handout on amphibian facts, and some
time spent listening to six recordings of common
frog/toad calls of our region, we walked the "rail/trail"
and without much effort found dusky salamanders, red
efts and a couple of what I
believed to be upland chorus frogs - all in the adjacent water filled ditch/
small stream. It was encouraging to see a father
and his young daughters
back again this year. The

After spending some time at the
Butterfly Garden in front of the Middle Creek visitor center, our group
proceeded down to Sunfish Pond.
The dragonflies we observed there
included twelve-spotted skimmer,
common whitetail, widow skimmer,
blue dasher, and eastern amberwing. Along the stream at
the edge of the woods below the spillway an ebony jewelwing damselfly was seen. Al-though we did not need
to enter the protected area of Sunfish Pond to do our observing, QAS thanks Jim Binder and the staff at Middle
Creek W.M.A. for the option to do so.
For those not on the trip, suggested references for
aid in observation would be: Butterflies Through Binoculars, The East by J. Glassberg; and Beginner's Guide
To Dragonflies by B. Nikula, J. Sones, D. and L. Stokes.
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FALL 2011

Conservation News Update
Since it’s now summer and the birding has slowed
down, I thought this would be a good time to update you
on what the QAS Board has been up to in regards to recent conservation issues. Most of our work has revolved
around Marcellus, Marcellus, Marcellus.
Yes, I mean the Marcellus Shale gas drilling that is
occurring across most of the northern tier of Pennsylvania. The fracturing process used to extract natural gas
has been a highly controversial issue for the state and its
residents. There is always the possibility of ground water
contamination as a result of this drilling, not only from
the gas being extracted (methane), but from the long list
of chemicals used in the fracking water itself. We have
supported the Delaware River Basin Commission
(DRBC) by signing a letter to regulate the gas drillers
and provide extra precautions for environmental monitoring and remediation. Audubon National and Audubon
PA also support the DRBC stance.
In addition to this, we supported a letter to President
Obama asking him to rescind the many exemptions afforded the gas industry in relation to this drilling and to
ensure that it does not adversely affect efforts to clean up
the Chesapeake Bay.
We also supported a letter sent to Governor Corbett
asking him to rescind the recent DEP policy requiring
approval of Acting Secretary Krancer before any notices

-Art Schiavo, Conservation Chair

of violation can be issued to gas drilling operators. As a
result of our efforts and others, this policy has recently
been cancelled!
Bats in Pennsylvania are really having a rough go of
it. The white-nose syndrome is spreading and killing off
many bats as a result of waking them up out of hibernation much too early and long before their food sources
are available to them. As a result, these poor creatures
are starving to death. In addition to this insidious disease, bats are also under stress from wind turbines. It is
for this reason that the QAS Board signed a letter asking
the PA Game Commission to move forward and implement a protocol based on the science from their
own report to track mortality rates and assist the energy
companies in effecting solutions to minimize bat mortality.
Last, but certainly not least, we have forwarded our
support for the proposed Quittapahilla Creek Nature
Park Expansion Project. This land acquisition project
seeks to enhance the Quittie Creek Nature Park through
the purchase of 12.1 acres of streamside land that is contiguous with the existing park. This sale represents a
one-time opportunity to expand the park along the Quittapahilla Creek. The locations of the land for sale and of
the existing Quittie Creek Nature Park are shown on the
map below:

If you’re interested in future conservation issues that our Board is working on, please visit our website at
http://www.qasaudubon.org/ and hit the Click to join QAS-Announce link! Good birding and have a great summer!

FALL 2011
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QAS Annual Bird Seed Sale

Look for our sale flyer in your mailbox for this 33rd
annual event. We’ll again provide the same great variety
of high quality bird seed at competitive prices. All profits will support local QAS projects for youth and environmental education. When you receive your flyer,
please invite friends, neighbors, and other bird lovers to
also take advantage of this sale. The birds thoroughly
enjoy the seeds!

Native PA Species
Program
Bring your children
and grandchildren to this
special program for the
WHOLE FAMILY with
live animals from ZooAmerica!
(continued next column)

Note: this program meeting will be held at an alternate site and time – 10:00am on Saturday, October 22,
2011 at the Salvation Army Gymnasium, 1031 Guilford
Street, Lebanon 17046.
Pennsylvania's wildlife heritage is presented in this
program. Both the common as well as the uncommon
native species of our forests, fields and towns are highlighted by the staff of ZooAmerica!

QAS BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Rosemary Spreha (2012)...............................657-0271
Art Schiavo (2012)........................................533-1978
Fritz Heilman (2012).....................................273-0487
Ruth Krebs (2012).........................................867-4884
Stephanie Butler (2013) ...............................867-4377
Vera Freed (2013) ........................................507-0958
Jo Ann Yeagley (2013) .................................865-4787

OFFICERS/CHAIRPERSONS for 2011-2012
President - Gary Kinkley ............................503-4027
Vice Pres. - Jim Fiorentino .........................274-2305
Secretary - Maggie Hummel.......................865-6232
Treasurer - Brenda Gish..............................367-1926
Conservation - Art Schiavo.........................533-1978
Education - Open
Field Trips - Fritz Heilman .........................273-0487
Membership - Jim M. Logan ......................273-8438
Newsletter - ...............................................................
Programs - Board Members
Publicity - Ruth Krebs ................................867-4884
Hospitality - Open
The QAS Board meets at 7:00 p.m. on the second
Tuesday in January, March, May, July, September,
and November at the Lebanon Valley UCC Home,
Annville, PA. Meetings are open to interested persons.
If you would like to attend a meeting or are interested
in finding out about any of the open positions listed
here, please contact Gary Kinkley, President.
Please send ADDRESS changes and corrections to Jim M. Logan, 810 Hill St., Lebanon, PA
17046.

National Audubon Society
CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Local Chapter Quittapahilla Audubon (C0ZU16OZ)

Yes, I would like to join. Please enroll me as a member of
the National Audubon Society and my local chapter at the
INTRODUCTORY MEMBERSHIP cost of $20. Please send
AUDUBON magazine, my membership card, and the chapter
newsletter to the address below.
Name: ____________________________________________
Address___________________________________________
City___________________________State_____Zip________
Introductory Membership $20.00
My check for $________ is enclosed.
Please make all checks payable to: National Audubon Society

PO Box 422250
PALM COAST FL 32142-2250
C0ZU16OZ
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Quittapahilla
Audubon
Society
Your local Audubon chapter,
working to
preserve nature and the environment,
invites you to join us for
our programs and field trips.

