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Upcoming QAS Events – Join Us!
Program Meeting Location:

Visitors are Welcome!

The Quittapahilla Audubon Society holds its meetings in the Chapel of the Lebanon Valley Home at 550 East Main
Street (Route 422) in Annville, PA. Programs are held every fourth Wednesday of the month from September through April
(with the exception of November and December) at 7:30pm. Our programs are free and open to the public. They are designed
for a general audience and children are welcome when accompanied by an adult.
Lebanon Valley Home is located one half mile east of the intersection of Routes 422 and 934. There is limited parking in
front of the Home with additional parking available on the adjacent streets. Please use the main entrance at the front of the
Home, which is at the end of the covered walkway. The Chapel is handicap accessible.

Upcoming Programs …
January 28, 2009
A Trip to Antarctica
Janet and Jim Maynard, members of QAS, will
share a DVD of a trip they took to Antarctica. The
tour covered the Antarctica peninsula, South Orkney
Islands, South Georgia, and the Falkland Islands.
Come and share the many wonders of this land of
ice, penguins, seals, albatrosses, and whales.

February 25, 2009
Plant PA Native Plants for PA Wildlife
Ann Bodling, Lancaster Bird Club’s President,
will share why planting with native plants matters,
advantages to planting with native plants, the problem of exotic invasive plant species, and how to go
about getting started with planting natives in your
own landscape.

March 25, 2009
Kittatinny Songsters and the Susquehanna
Water Gap
Important songbird migration and nesting habitat
is provided by the Kittatinny Ridge, the largest contiguous forest in southeastern Pennsylvania. How-

ever many parts of the Ridge are threatened, especially the Susquehanna Water Gap. Join us as Paul
Zeph, the Highland’s Action Program Coordinator
for the DEP, presents a multi-media program about
the birds we love and the efforts being made to protect their habitat in central Pennsylvania.

April 22, 2009
Patterns in Nature through the Eyes of the
Artist and Mathematician
Jim M. Logan, OAS member, will present a Powerpoint program revealing patterns in the natural
landscape all around us and present a uniquely different perspective on them. Jim is a retired environmental biology teacher.

May 27, 2009 - 6:30pm
Annual Banquet: Images from Penn’s Woods
The banquet will again be held at the Friendship
Fire Hall in Lebanon. Joe Kosack will present the
program. Details will be in the Spring Newsletter.

www.geocities.com/QASAudubon
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Field Trips at a Glance …
Sunday, February 15, 2009
Union Canal Tunnel Park
Observation of flora and fauna. Meet at 2pm at
the parking lot off 25th Street, Lebanon. Leader is
Fritz Heilman, 273-0487.
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animal species of national, state or regional
concern, including bald eagles, peregrine
falcons, Indiana bats, and timber rattlesnakes.
This information is from an article by
Christopher Baxter of The Morning Call titled
Nature gets federal protection/U.S. establishes
a national wildlife refuge in Monroe dated
December 24, 2008.

Saturday, March 21, 2009 (rain date March 28)
Middle Creek Wildlife Management Area
Observation of migrating waterfowl. Meet at 9am
at the visitor center parking lot. Leader Fritz Heilman, 273-0487.

Saturday, April 18, 2009
Tucquan Glen
Observation of spring wildflowers of a lower
Susquehanna River ravine, featuring a scenic rhododendron-linked waterfall section. For details, contact
trip co-leaders Jim M. Logan 273-8438 or Jim C.
Logan 865-5522.

Saturday, May 2, 2009
Walnut Run and Seglock Run
Observation of flora and fauna. Meet 9am at Rte.
72 South, K-Mart parking lot in front of garden
supply section. Leader Fritz Heilman, 273-0487.

News from the Nest . . .
QAS members making a difference

New Wildlife Refuge in Pennsylvania
The Poconos’ wooded Cherry Valley, where
herons pluck trout from a nearly pristine creek
and bog turtles sun themselves among the
sedges, stands as one of the most diverse natural
habitats in Pennsylvania, and the federal
government wants to keep it that way.
On December 23, 2008 officials announced
the creation of the Cherry Valley National Wildlife Refuge, a $76 million, 20,466-acre area. Cherry
Valley, the core of the refuge, begins at Route
33 in Saylorsburg, where streams and springs
filter off the ridge to form Cherry Creek. From
there the waters snake through southern Monroe
County, supplying a string of wetlands and
small lakes before flowing into the Delaware
River just north of the Delaware Water Gap.
This region contains more than 80 plant and

News for Youth and Teen Campers for
2009
-Jo Ann Yeagley, Education Co-chair
Each year the Quittapahilla Audubon Society offers scholarships to a number of applicants
who wish to attend summer nature camp. These
scholarships paid a portion of the cost to attend
Audubon Hog Island Camp in Maine. We are
sorry to report that this camp will be closed for
the summer of 2009.
We are researching alternative Audubon
camp options in Massachusetts, Vermont, New
Hampshire, and Maine. Youth and teens ages 10
- 17 are eligible to apply for a scholarship to attend camp. This year QAS is offering four scholarships, each of which will cover 75% of the
cost for the camp. The family will be responsible for the remaining 25%. Check with
your classroom teacher for an application, complete the requirements, and return the application as quickly as possible. If an application is
not available at your school, contact Jo Ann
Yeagley at 865-4787 or Linda Toth at 865-6333.

Stormy Weather Meeting Cancellations
-Rosemary Spreha

When bad weather forces our chapter meeting to be cancelled, you can hear about it on the
radio or television. Check CBS-WHP TV-21 or
WLYH-15 on the television or WHP Talk Radio
580, The River 97.3 WRVV, Bob 94.9 or KISS
99.3 on the radio.
These stations have agreed to broadcast cancellation announcements. This information will
also be available on the stations’ websites.
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-3Welcome to our new QAS members . . . Hope to see you at many of our events!
Audrey Adams, Sandra Beamesderfer, Gloria Belair, Sylvia Bender, Teresa Bender, Kate Bennett, Linda Beaver,
Anna Bogers, Marylou Bongiovi, Robert Brennan, Clarence Collins, Mary Jo Brown, Dr. Timothy Craig, Anna
May Davidson, Pete & Pat Eagen, Mary Evans, Goldie Felker, Vicki Fessler, Kathy Fiorentino, Peter Foltz, Ronald Gerlach, Melody Good, The G.H. Connor Family, Arthur Haab, Donald Hardy, Larry Hartman, Rickie &
Anita Haulman, Douglas Heagy, Hilderbrants, Tim Hoyle, Phillip Hrenko, Raymer Kent, Martha Kenworthy,
Jeanne Kimmell, John Kline, Mary Kreider, Mr. & Mrs. Wesley Kreiser, Martha Lengle, Dave McKeever, Lee
Meyer, V. Marie Mills, Dawn Nagle, Elizabeth Neiswender, Margaret Oellig, Susan Peters, Jessie Peters, Cindy
Ream, Patricia Roeske, Karen Ronay, Ellen Rupp, Lucille Scheib, Joseph Schott, Keiko Smith, Peter Stanilla Jr.,
Nancy Steckman, Kathleen Steveton, Camille Tylden, Lauri Ulrich, Irene Van Tassel, Melanie Wenger, Gloria
Wentling, Cathy Wetzel, Mr. & Mrs. Caleb White, Cheryl Wilcox, John Zerbe.

Sponsors Always Appreciated for
Audubon Adventures for Classrooms
-Linda Toth and Jo Ann Yeagley, Education Chairs

Each year, students in classrooms in Lebanon
County and the Hershey/Hummelstown area
benefit from reading Audubon Adventures. This
activity helps them to improve their informational reading skills and broadens their awareness of the environment. The classroom kits are
provided by our local Quittapahilla Audubon
Society and are sponsored through donations.
If you would like to continue making this
valuable resource available to local children,
please complete the form below and send it
to QAS. A label indicating your sponsorship
will be placed on the kit.
__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

AUDUBON ADVENTURE SPONSORSHIP FORM
Yes, I wish to sponsor an Audubon Adventure
classroom for a donation of $40. I understand a
label indicating my sponsorship will be placed
on the kit.
YOUR NAME: ___________________________
ADDRESS: ______________________________
______________________________________
CITY: _______________________STATE: ____
ZIP CODE: ________________
MAIL TO: Quittapahilla Audubon Society
Attn: J. A. Yeagley and L. Toth
PO Box 123
Palmyra, PA 17078

Chapter-Only Membership
Application Information
-Jim M. Logan

Quittapahilla Audubon Society offers a local
Chapter-Only membership that differs from the
current National Audubon membership in these
ways:
1. The annual fee of $20.00 will go directly
for QAS activities only.
2. The membership period runs from July 1st
to July 1st, regardless of when you join.
3. You will receive the chapter newsletter
informing you of upcoming events, but you will
not receive the Audubon magazine.
If you are interested, please issue a check to
QAS for $20 and mail to: Chapter-Only Membership, c/o Jim M. Logan, Chairman, 810 Hill
St., Lebanon, PA 17046. Do not mail to the National membership address in Boulder, CO.
Some members tell us that they don’t get
time to read the Audubon magazine but want to
support the local chapter. Audubon has drastically cut back the dues share per member to us,
so this allows more of your money to be spent
on local conservation education and efforts.
Thank you for considering this option.
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-4A new study by Robert Gill and his team reported the record for the longest nonstop bird
flight has been broken. A Bar-tailed Godwit
dubbed “E7” flew 7,257 miles across the Pacific
Ocean without intermission. The previous
record belonged to a Far-Eastern Curlew, which
flew 4,038 miles nonstop. WOW!! Gill and his
team used external and implanted transmitters to
track the godwits’ migration from western
Alaska to New Zealand.

Quittapahilla Audubon Society members pose by the tree they
helped decorate for the Festival of Trees. From left to right:
Ruth Krebs, Stephanie Butler, Karen Light, and Kitty Logan.

QAS Trims a Tree
The Festival of Trees event was held at the
Lebanon Expo Center from December 4 through
December 7, 2008. QAS participated in the
program by decorating a tree with owls, woodpeckers, chickadees, gold finches, small feeders,
seed ornaments, popcorn balls, and natural
garlands, etc.
Linda Toth, Sid Hostetter, Evelyn Koppel,
Jim Logan, and Richard Light helped decorate
the tree in addition to those pictured above. We
thank them for doing this to help bring attention
to the wonders of nature. They received many
positive comments on the tree.

LEAVE A LEGACY FOR QAS
You, as a member or friend of QAS, can leave
a legacy that will help save the special areas you
have explored and loved long after you are gone.
Remember Quittapahilla Audubon Society, your LOCAL
Audubon connection, through a bequest in your
Will or through a gift annuity that will specifically
support QAS programs while paying you a monthly
income for life.
To learn more about how you can make a
bequest and create a permanent legacy in your
name or in someone’s memory, as well as tax benefits for planned giving options, please contact your
attorney or financial advisor.
In supporting a cause that you hold dear, you
can have peace of mind that your time on this
planet has mattered.

Longest Nonstop Bird Flight
-submitted by Fritz Heilman

The QAS Board meets at 7:00 p.m. on the second Tuesday in January, March, May, July, September, and November at the
Lebanon Valley UCC Home, Annville, PA. Meetings are open to interested persons. If you would like to attend a meeting,
please contact Jim C. Logan, President.
CHAIRPERSONS
President - Jim C. Logan................................. 838-8392
Field Trips - Fritz Heilman ......................... 273-0487
Vice Pres. - Open ............................................
Membership - Jim M. Logan....................... 273-8438
Secretary - Evelyn Koppel .............................. 964-3412
Newsletter - Dottie Leach ........................... 838-3397
Treasurer - Steve Holzman ............................. 964-3266
Publicity - Ruth Krebs ................................ 867-4884
Conservation - Art Schiavo............................. 533-1978
Programs - Open .........................................
Education - Linda Toth ................................... 865-6333
Hospitality - Open .......................................
Jo Ann Yeagley ........................... 865-4787
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Stephanie Butler (2009) ............................... 867-4377
Gary Kinkley (2010) ............................. 832-7727
Vera Freed (2009) ........................................ 838-0223
Rosemary Spreha (2010)....................... 657-0271
Sidney Hostetter (2009) ................................ 964-3412
Nate McKelvie (2010) .......................... 867-0994
Please send ADDRESS changes and corrections to Jim M. Logan, 810 Hill St., Lebanon, PA 17042.
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Thanks from the Seed Sale Coordinators
A big thank you from Jim and Kitty Logan
to all those who purchased QAS wild bird seed
this year. We had a very successful sale and
there will be a lot of very happy birds this
winter. This year QAS supporters purchased
over 16,000 pounds of seed, the profit of which
is used to support our local chapter’s great
programs in environmental education. A special
word of thanks goes out to those volunteers who
helped with unloading and distributing the seed.
Your job now is to feed those hungry birds
this winter and we’ll be ready to re-stock your
seed supply next fall.

More Conservation News …
Winter Lecture Series
-submitted by Art Schaivo

Dauphin County Parks and Recreation is
sponsoring a Lecture Series at Wildwood Park
in Harrisburg. Sessions will be held on the following Tuesdays at 7:00 pm. The 2009 Wildwood Winter Lecture Series is free to the public
thanks to the support of The Friends of Wildwood and a generous contribution from John
and Lou Hepschmidt.
January 6, 2009 - Messing Around with
Birds for Fun and Science - Scott Weidensaul,
naturalist and Pulitzer Prize-nominated writer.
January 20, 2009 - The Plants of Pennsylvania: What Next!? - Dr. Timothy Block, Director of Botany at the University of Pennsylvania’s Morris Arboretum.
February 3, 2009 - The New Sport of
Dragonfly Watching - Cynthia Berger, author
of Wild Guide: Dragonflies.
February 17, 2009 - A Sensual Journey
through Pennsylvania’s Edible and Medicinal Plants - Dr. David K. Foster, Associate Professor of Biology and Environmental Science at
Messiah College.
March 3, 2009 - Coming Home - Marcia
Bonta, natural history writer.

Rivers and Wildlife Celebration
-Kevin Poague, Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center
Denton, Nebraska

Audubon Nebraska will present its 39th
annual Rivers and Wildlife Celebration Friday
through Sunday, March 20-22, 2009, in
Kearney, Nebraska. Timed to coincide with the
annual migration of 500,000 sandhill cranes and
millions of waterfowl through central Nebraska,
this festival is for anyone interested in
experiencing one of the greatest wildlife
spectacles on Earth and in learning more about
the natural world in a friendly and informal
atmosphere.
Featured speakers will be: Pete Dunne author and birding expert from Cape May Bird
Observatory; Joel Sartore - National Geographic photographer; and Felipe Chavez-Ramirez
- Platte River Whooping Crane Maintenance
Trust Director.
Field trips to the best birding hotspots in the
area will be held throughout the festival. The
highlight is a full-day birding trip with Pete
Dunne on Sunday, March 22. There will also be
trips to viewing blinds along the Platte River at
Audubon’s Rowe Sanctuary at sunrise and
sunset. Up close witnessing of sandhill cranes
leaving from and returning to the River is an event
no birder should miss. Field trips have limited
space, so you are encouraged to register early.
To obtain a registration brochure, call or
write Audubon Nebraska, PO Box 117, Denton,
NE 68339; Nebraska@audubon.org; 402-7292301. Brochures can be downloaded at this
website: www.Nebraska.audubon.org.
Additional crane viewing information can be
obtained from Rowe Sanctuary at 308-468-5282
or www.rowesanctuary.org.
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Yard Work – As Viewed from Heaven
(overheard in a conversation between God and St. Francis):

Blight-Resistant American Chestnut
Tree Nearing Reality
Until the 20th century, the American chestnut
was the dominant forest species in the eastern
United States. The tree was very densely
populated with a range from Maine to Georgia.
In Pennsylvania, more than 25% of the
hardwoods were American chestnut trees. In
virgin forests throughout their range, mature
chestnuts are said to have averaged up to 5 feet
in diameter and up to 100 feet tall. Many
specimens of 8 to 10 feet in diameter were
recorded, and there were rumors of trees bigger
still. A large American chestnut tree could
produce 10 bushels or more of nuts annually.
Many animals indigenous to Pennsylvania,
including squirrels, wild turkeys, white-tailed
deer, black bears, raccoons, and grouse once
depended on chestnuts as a major food source.
But the tree was virtually eliminated by an
Asiatic blight fungus carried into the country in
the late 1800s.
After a decades-long process by researchers
at Penn State’s School of Forest Resources and
Penn State Arboretum of introducing blight
resistance by cross-breeding Chinese chestnut
trees with American chestnuts, and then backcrossing the hybrids with American chestnuts,
sixth-generation American chestnut seedlings
are actually growing in pots right now at Penn
State. They will be giving the U.S. Forest
Service 50% of these seedlings to plant in
federal forests where blight resistance can be
monitored.
It may take 100 or more years to see these
restored on any sort of large scale, but within 10
to 15 years you should be able to buy blightresistant chestnut trees at your local garden
center or nursery.

God: Francis, you know all about gardens
and nature; what in the world is going on down
there in the U.S.? What happened to the dandelions, violets, thistles and the stuff I started
eons ago? I had a perfect no-maintenance
garden plan. Those plants grow in any type of
soil, withstand drought, and multiply with
abandon. The nectar from the long-lasting
blossoms attracts butterflies, honeybees, and
flocks of songbirds. I expected to see a vast
garden of color by now. All I see are patches of
green.

St. Francis: It’s the tribes that settled there,
Lord. They are called the Suburbanites. They
started calling your flowers “weeds” and went
to great lengths to kill them and replace them
with grass.
God: Grass? Bit it is so boring, it’s not
colorful. It doesn’t attract butterflies, bees or
birds, only grubs and sod worms. It’s temperamental with temperatures. Do these Suburbanites really want grass growing there?
St. Francis: Apparently not, Lord. As soon
as it has grown a little, they cut it … sometimes
two times a week.

God: They cut it? Do they bale it like hay?
St. Francis: Not exactly, Lord. Most of them
rake it up and put it in bags.
God: They bag it? Why? Is it a cash crop?
Do they sell it?
St. Francis: No sir, just the opposite. They
pay to throw it away.

WINTER 2008/2009
God: Now let me get this straight … they
fertilize it to make it grow and when it does
grow, they cut it off and pay to throw it away?
St. Francis: Yes, sir.
God: These Suburbanites must be relieved in
the summer when we cut back on the rain and
turn up the heat. That surely slows the growth
and saves them a lot of work.
St. Francis: You aren’t going to believe this
Lord, but when the grass stops growing so fast,
they drag out hoses and pay more money to
water it so they can continue to mow it and pay
to get rid of it.
God: What nonsense! At least they kept
some of the trees. That was a sheer stroke of
genius, if I do say so myself. The trees grow
leaves in the spring to provide beauty and shade
in the summer. In the autumn they fall to the
ground and form a natural blanket to keep the
moisture in the soil and protect the trees and
bushes. Plus, as they rot, the leaves become
compost to enhance the soil. It’s a natural circle
of life.
St. Francis: You’d better sit down, Lord. As
soon as the leaves fall, the Suburbanites rake
them into great piles and pay to have them
hauled away.
God: No way! What do they do to protect
the shrubs and tree roots in the winter to keep
the soil moist and loose?
St. Francis: After throwing the leaves away,
they go out and buy something called mulch.
They haul it home and spread it around in place
of leaves.
God: And where do they get this mulch?
St. Francis: They cut down the trees and
grind them up to make mulch.
God: Enough! I don’t want to think about
this anymore. Saint Catherine, you’re in charge
of the arts. What movie have you scheduled for
us tonight.
St. Catherine: “Dumb and Dumber,” Lord.
It’s a really stupid movie about …
God: Never mind. I think I just heard the
whole story from Saint Francis!
This was circulating on the Internet and was printed in
Valley Views (Volume 27, Issue 2) with permission by Bill
Brown at New Mexico Global Warming.
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“Ha! They couldn’t “bear” to share food
with me, but I fooled them!

“A true conservationist is a man who knows that
the world is not given by his fathers, but borrowed
from his children.”
-John James Audubon
-Audubon Newswire, Vol. 3, No. 11, Monday,
July 11, 2005

“A bird does not sing because it has an answer.
It sings because it has a song.”
-Chinese Proverb
-Audubon Newswire, Vol. 3, No. 13, Friday,
August 5, 2005
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National Audubon Society

CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Local Chapter Quittapahilla Audubon (U16)

Yes, I would like to join. Please enroll me as a member of the National Audubon Society and my
local chapter at the INTRODUCTORY MEMBERSHIP cost of $20. Please send AUDUBON magazine,
my membership card, and the chapter newsletter to the address below.
Name: ________________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________
City_____________________________State_______Zip________________
Introductory Membership $20.00.
Please make all checks payable to:

My check for $ ________ is enclosed.
National Audubon Society
Chapter Membership Data Center
PO Box 51001
Boulder CO 80332-1001
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